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• Compliance and 
Enforcement
– dwrwater.compliance@tn.gov

• Engineering/Plans Review
– dwr.engineering@tn.gov

• Permits
– water.permits@tn.gov

• ARP
– tdec.arp@tn.gov

mailto:tdec.arp@tn.gov




• https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-
dataviewers.html

https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/about-tdec/tdec-dataviewers.html








- Permit Number
- Site Name
- Permittee Name
- Project Name
- Permit Type
- Location
- EFO…











• Created to meet compliance with EPA’s NPDES E-
Reporting Rules

• Expanded to include common forms used by several 
other Divisions and Units

• NOT THE SAME AS NetDMR

• forms.tdec.tn.gov



• NPDES General 
Permits

• WW and DW Plans

• Overflow/Release 
Report

• Pretreatment SAR

• And many more and 
more to come



• State Operating Permit Application

• Drinking Water and Wastewater certified operator in 
charge notification (the August Letter)

• MS4 Annual Report

• Modifications to Overflow Report

• Water Use Reporting for Public Water Systems

• 24-hr Notification of Non-Compliance

• Small Monthly project approval Engineering Form

• Drinking Water Laboratory PT Certifications

• Minor Acreage Addition to Existing NPDES Construction 
General Permit



• eMOR

• Infrastructure Scorecard

• Water Pumpage Data Report

• CGP NOT Contractor

• CGP NOI Contractor



• https://tdec.tn.gov/document-viewer/

https://tdec.tn.gov/document-viewer/




• Acronym: TNPOP

• Merger of energy and nutrient optimization programs

• Free technical resources:
– Training

– Materials

– Equipment Loans

– Live technical assistance

https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/wr-water-
resources/tn-plant-optimization-programs/tnpop.html

https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/wr-water-resources/tn-plant-optimization-programs/tnpop.html
https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/wr-water-resources/tn-plant-optimization-programs/tnpop.html


Shout out to Dewayne 
Culpepper and Team for their 
involvement in the program











Interested in the program? Contact Karina Bynum (karina.bynum@tn.gov)





181 of 242 (or 82%) of municipal WWTPs 
exceed their rated capacity in the event of 
a 2-year 24-hour storm (~3.4 inches)



• Total I/I Treated:                120,000,000,000 gal/year
• Average I/I Treated:                   330,000,000 gal/day

Cost to Treat I/I*:
$200,000,000/year

*Based on $1.80/1,000 gallons



• Higher Sewer Rates 
– $$$$ to pump and treat clean I&I water 
– Higher maintenance costs 
– Higher operational costs 

• Loss of WWTP Capacity 

• Degradation of Receiving Waters
– Algae → Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)
– Increasing treatment challenges
– Diminishment of recreational opportunities and quality of life

• WWTP Upgrade
– LARGER AND SOONER than necessary

• Overflows and Releases
– Public Health hazard



• Metrics can be found in the Design Criteria for Review and 
Approval of Sewage Works Chapter 2 Appendix 2-C





• The permittee shall properly operate and maintain all facilities and 
systems of treatment and control 

• Low pressure pumps and tanks are part of the public sewerage system

• These pumps and tanks shall be owned or under the control of public 
utilities rather than private landowners.  

• While direct ownership is encouraged, operational control without 
direct asset ownership may suffice and is described in the response to 
comments. 





• Legal mechanism e.g. local regulations, ordinance, plumbing codes,
resolution etc. that provides the authority to:
o Deny the use of low pressure pumps and tanks
o Establish and enforce design standards
o Access the site and equipment (including inspection)
o Obtain remedies for non-compliance
o Conduct an emergency response

• Plans review process to ensure compliance with the locally established
design standards (including inspection of installation)

• Construction, inspection, and approval process
• Preventative and emergency maintenance program

• In addition, all components of the sewerage system must be owned by
a municipality, other body of government, public utility district, or a
privately-owned public utility demonstrating lawful jurisdiction over
the service area in accordance with Rule 0400-40-16-.02(8).



• Rule 0400-40-06-.10 (State Operating Permits)

• Beneficial reuse under this rule does not include:
– Plant onsite water system

– Potable reuse

– Industrial reuse on the same property

– Filling residential or public pools, hot tubs, splash pads

– Use for food preparation or incorporation as an ingredient in food 
or beverages for human consumption

– Agricultural reuse for food crops



• Requires Engineering Reports, Plans and Specifications 
following Rule 0400-40-02

• Reclaimed Wastewater Management Plan
– Storage and distribution

– Processes for system expansion

– Metering

– Monitoring and reporting

– Public education

– Contingency plans

• End User Agreements



• Minimum Standards



• What are they? 
– Details/Reference for all aspects of the project

– Include, but not limited to:

• Materials

• Methods of installation

• Quality and Testing requirements

• Why use them?
– Consistency

– Efficiency

– Set expectations



• Who needs them?
– Not required, but recommended

• How to use them?
– TDEC review and approval every 5 years
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